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Retiral 
This summer sees the retirement of Mrs 
Wendy Clarke.  Mrs Clarke has been 
Principal Teacher of Religious and Moral 
Education at the school for 22 years.  Prior 
to Webster's she taught at Grove 
Academy, Harris Academy and Monifieth 
High School. She is married to George 
Clarke who was for many years the PT of 
Physics at the school.  Wendy and George 
lead very busy lives and have great plans 
for their retirement together, including a 
visit to New Zealand.  We thank Wendy for 
her long service to Webster's and wish her 
and George all the very best for the future.  
The picture shows Wendy at her retirement 
function recently. 

 
Duke of Edinburgh Gold Expedition 

Take seven kids, seven rucksacks 
containing everything needed for 
four days walking and camping, 
more noodles than a students flat, 
more bogs than T in the Park, more 
rain than a monsoon and even 
more midges than that.  Place 
them on Arran for four days and 
make them fend for themselves 
and you get the Gold Duke of 
Edinburgh expedition, 2009.  All in 
all a great success!  
 

School Sports 
The School Sports were a truncated affair this year because of the building works 
at the school.  It was impossible to hold a conventional sports day with the whole 
school having the chance to participate.  Nevertheless for participants there were 
some excellent races and good throwing and jumping competitions.  The Sports 
climaxed with a series of exciting relays and a tug of war competition.  Overall 
champions for the third year in a row were Moy House.  The individual champions 
were: S1: Scott McKenna & Molly Redford; S2: Ella Peters & Jamie Ferguson; S3: 
Liam Kemp & Aeron Mellish; Seniors: Callum Robertson & Meryl McMartin. 
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Extension Work 
As the diet of SQA exams has 
come to an end, building work at 
Webster’s has started in earnest. 
In May, the contractors, Torith Ltd,  
fenced off building compounds and 
did preliminary clearing of soil but 
then work stopped so that pupils 
would not be disturbed by the 
noise whilst sitting their SQA 
exams.  Now work is going ahead 
full steam with foundations being 
dug and setting out in full swing. 
The next stage will be the laying of 
concrete bases and building of 
substructure block work which is 
due to take place in early July. 
Work on the site has required the 
closing, during the school day, of 
the path across the field and the 
traffic island in Clova Road was 
“halved” some time ago to allow 
large lorries access onto the 
temporary access road which has 
been formed to reach the site. On 
June 15th, a different contractor, 
ERDC, started work on the 
construction of the all weather 
synthetic pitch.  The two adjoining 
building sites have taken over two 
thirds of our northern playing field 
and Sports Day had to be rather 

scaled down this year to cope with this 
loss of space. The pitch site has now 
been cleared of top–soil and over the 
summer break the all weather surface 
and surrounding fence and fixtures will 
be laid.   If all goes to plan the all-
weather pitch will be complete by 
early September, so our pupils will be 
able to use it early in the new session.  
Planned completion of the new 
extension will be in June 2010. It will 
then remain only to complete the link 
corridors to the existing building and 
re configure rooms left vacant in the 
old building by the Art and Home 
Economics departments as they move 
to their new quarters.  These are 
exciting developments for the school 
and we will keep you up to date with 
progress in future newsletters. 
 



Murray-Fenwick Cup Final 

For only the second time in the last ten years, Webster’s senior footballers 
reached the final of the Murray-Fenwick Cup, which is competed every 
year by Angus schools’ senior boys’ teams.  This year’s final was on 15 
June in Forfar, at Forfar Farmington’s ground and our opponents were 
Monifieth High.  
 
 It was a very good, hard-fought game, played in an excellent spirit.  There 
was a lot endeavour and plenty of skill on display, with Webster’s looking 
the likelier side.  With 90 minutes come and gone, however, and with the 
score still at 0-0, a Monifieth forward broke away looking suspiciously 
offside.  He was tackled by Grant Dobbie, our goalkeeper, and the referee, 
who had not been having a good game, awarded a penalty.  Monifieth duly 
scored to lift the trophy.  It was a disappointing end to a great Cup run, but 
the way the boys handled their defeat was very commendable. 
 
Pictured below is an action from the game with the Webster’s defender 
about to clear the ball before taking a crunching tackle from the Monifiieth 
forward. 
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SQA Exams 
The SQA exams ran throughout May and into early June.  Feared 
disruption because of the building works did not materialise and everything 
went off very smoothly with only a few minor hiccups.  This was a triumph 
for Mrs Melanie Brown, our new chief invigilator.  Not many people 
appreciate what a very complex job she has. But she proved to be a 
superb administrator.  She was ably supported by Mrs Pat Ritchie, who is a 
very experienced invigilator, and the rest of the team. 
 

Barcelona Trip 

 

In the last two years the school’s 
Modern Languages department  has 
moved from a concentration on French 
and Italian to French and Spanish.  This 
reflects the expertise of our current 
teaching complement but also the  
popularity of Spanish generally.  The 
success of Spanish is being reinforced 
by two trips.  
In the autumn a football trip will have 
Valencia as its destination. Taking place 
at the end of June is a departmental trip 
to Barcleona the pictures show the 
coach leaving the school on the evening 
of 23 June from Bellies' Brae carpark. 

 

 



Prince’s 
Trust:   
Staff V Pupils 
On the last week of 
term before the 
Easter break, the S3 
Prince’s Trust group 
organised a 
‘Teachers versus 
Pupils Tournament’  
as part of their 
Enterprise Project.  
Four events were 
held on consecutive 

days and included a School Tucker Trial, Tug-O-War, Quiz and Sumo 
Wrestling competition. 
 
Despite a valiant effort by the staff, the pupils came out victorious.  The 
winning side were presented with the Winner’s Cup, and the staff promise 
of a rematch next year! 
 

 
 

Last Day for S6 
 

Last day at school for S6 took the form of a delightful barbecue in the 
central quad.  Mr Smith and Mr Mackenzie were the chefs, the sun shone 
and the occasion was much enjoyed by staff and S6 alike.  Subsequently 
the year group went on to hold a very successful dinner dance in the Apex 
Hotel, Dundee. 

 
 

 

New school 
Captains 

 
Now a new S6 has taken 
over.  Pictured right are the 
captains for next year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sponsored Walk 
 

Our Sponsored walk is held every 18 months to raise money for school 
funds.  Sometimes it is for a very specific project: the school mini-bus and 
money for the all-weather pitch are two examples.  But this year it was 
simply to boost the School Fund which is used to finance a whole range of 
extra-curricular activities for the pupils.  We pay for the buses we hire from 
the School Fund and they are certainly a major drain on our finances.  A 
very big thank you, therefore to all who supported the Sponsored Walk 
which took place just before the Easter break.  A total of over £4000.00 
was raised.  Some pupils have always chosen to run the walk which is out 
to Westmuir and back.  This time we decided to make it a proper event.  
The runners were organised into age groups, there was a common start 
and timings were taken.  The picture below shows the beginning of the 
senior race.  Some really superb times were set and they will present quite 
a challenge for runners to beat in our next walk.  The official record is now   
20minutes, 53seconds, set by Stuart Reid(S4) 

  

 
 
 

Dux and Proxime Accessit 
 

Dux of the school for 2009 is Douglas Sayers.  The Proxime Accessit 
(runner-up) is Andrew Jones.  They are pictured below with their respective 
grandmothers.   Both boys attended the annual Edinburgh-Angus summer 
reception at Brechin Castle where they were presented with their prizes.  
The Edinburgh-Angus club has been in existence for over 150 years and 
originated as an organisation to support Angus students studying in 
Edinburgh.  A charming story emerged during this year’s garden party.  
Andrew’s grandmother, pictured on the right, was awarded an Edinburgh-
Angus prize in 1941.  She had her award, an inscribed book with her.  But, 
because it was wartime when she was at school,  no summer reception 
was held.  She assured us that the strawberries and cream tasted all the 
better in 2009 for the long wait she had had to enjoy them. 
 
Are there any other Edinburgh-Angus stories in Kirriemuir?  In the early 
days the club used to award medals.  Are there any of these lurking in the 
attics of the town.  If any family has such a medal awarded to a Webster’s 
pupil, please do get in touch with the school.  We’d love to hear from you. 
 

 

 



Curriculum for Excellence 
 
Scottish Education is in the midst of its biggest upheaval in a generation.  
Most parents will already be familiar with some of the thinking underpinning 
the initiative: we are trying to develop young people as successful learners, 
confident individuals, effective contributors and responsible citizens.  We 
are, however, still in the early stages of this new Government initiative.  In 
a few years time what pupils learn, how they learn and how they are 
assessed will undergo very substantial changes…or at least they should if 
we can turn the rhetoric of Curriculum for Excellence into reality.  To do 
that, this school and all other schools will have to work ever more closely 
with local communities and a very good example of this new emphasis is 
the increasing priority now being given to vocational education. 
 
 
Vocational Education at Webster’s 2008-10 

 
A growing number of our pupils are learning about the world of work by 
participating in vocational courses that take them away from the school to 
different learning environments.  
 
At the West Angus Vocational Learning Centre at Forfar Academy, pupils 
are following Skills for Work Courses in Construction, Rural Skills and 
Hairdressing. These courses are delivered by Angus College staff and 
successfully completing a course gives pupils an SQA Intermediate 
qualification in their chosen field.  
 
Our partnership with Murton Wildlife Trust has continued to strengthen this 
year. Senior pupils have joined those in S3 and S4 working on Land Based 
SQA qualifications and the feed back from pupils and Murton staff has 
been excellent. In addition to SQA units pupils have worked towards First 
Aid and British Safety Council awards. 
 
Courses at the VLC and Murton emphasise practical skills in particular 
vocational areas but also promote employability skills that can be applied in 
any work place. These Skills for Work will be an entitlement for all pupils 
when Curriculum for Excellence is fully implemented. The growing number 
of pupils taking advantage of our Vocational Learning courses – well over 
60 in this coming session - sees Webster’s well placed to extend this 
provision in future. 

County Sports 
 

 

For the third year in a row, Webster’s did tremendously well in the County 
Sports.  Although technically one of Angus’ “small” schools, we have over 
the last three years finished third, second and now third again in the county 
sports, beating all the other small schools and finishing ahead of the 
majority of the “big” schools, which have larger numbers of pupils and thus 
bigger pools of athletes to draw from.  There were some  tremendous 
individual performance: 
 
Molly Redford (S1) Gold in 1500 metres, silver in long jump, bronze in relay 
Ella Peters (S2) : Gold in 80 metre hurdles and in the relay 
Caitlin O’Callaghan (S3) Gold in 200 metres and relay, Silver in 100 metres 
Meryl McMartin (seniors) Gold in 100 metres and long jump, silver in triple 
jump;   
Murray Angus (S1) Gold in 1500 metres 
Rory Starkey (S2) Gold in 400 metres, Silver in 800 metres 
Duncan Reid (S3): Gold in High jump and triple jump 
Stephen Cameron (seniors) :Silver in relay; bronze in 100 and 200metres.  
 
Five pupils from the team have been chosen to represent Tayside in the 
inter-area sports championships at Grangemouth: Ella Peters, Aneila 
Mellish, Rebecca Morris, Molly Redford and Alastair Turner. 
 
All the above represents a wonderful achievement, not least because the 
good behaviour of the team spirit  of the Webster’s contingent was much 
commented upon. So, many congratulations are due to all the competitors.  
A big thank you also to the members of the PE department and to Murray 
Angus’ father who has been helping with the coaching.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



P7 Visit the School 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

On the 17th and 18th June, Primary Seven pupils who will be coming to 
Websters’ after the summer as our new S1, visited the school.  They 
attended some of the classes they will be in August, had their photographs 
taken for their National Entitlement Cards and worked on their Transition 
Project. 
 
The latter is an important new initiative for which Webster’s and the cluster 
primaries have received funding from the Nuffield Trust. In their primary 
classes and working in teams, the pupils have been investigating Local 
Heroes.   During the two days last week in Webster’s this work continued 
with several presentations being made.  The project will be picked up again 
in August/September when the pupils will be in S1. 
 
Elsewhere in the Newsletter there is a piece about the Curriculum for 
Excellence.  This Transition Project is a very good example of the CfE 
philosophy: reducing the disruption caused by moving from primary to 
secondary; getting pupils to work together;  making connections across the 
old subject divides; and learning to take a pride in the local area, a 
particularly appropriate thing to do in Homecoming year and definitely part 
of good citizenship. 
 
 

 


